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There are serious indications from attempts to create a quantum theory 
of gravity that time must disappear completely from the description of the 
quantum universe. This has been known since 1967, when DeWitt discovered the 
Wheeler-DeWitt equation. I shall argue that this forces us to conceive explanation 
and causality in an entirely new way. The present can no longer be understood 
as the consequence of the past. Instead, I shall suggest that one may have to 
distinguish possible presents on the basis of their intrinsic structure, not on the 
basis of an assumed temporal ordering. If correct, this could have far-reaching 
implications. Hitherto, because the present has always been interpreted as the 
lawful consequence of the past, science has made no attempt to answer ‘Why’ 
questions, only ‘How’ questions. But if there is no past in the traditional sense, 
we must consider things differently. Thus, if we eliminate time, we may even be 
able to start asking “Why” questions.


